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Standing in front of Shuang-ci Temple, A-shui was talking to herself. “Well.
A-cheng invites me to the banquet which is held to celebrate the 3-day Mazu
Patrol and Pilgrimage once every four years. But it doesn’t seem like where the event takes place.”

She looked at her cellphone again and wondered if she was in the wrong place.
“GPS shouldn’t be wrong. It guides me here,” she said.

Then she wandered for a moment outside Shuang-ci Temple. Seeing an old man taking a walk in front of the temple,
she came up to him and asked a question.
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“Excuse me, sir. Is the Mazu Patrol and Pilgrimage held here?” she asked.
The old man looked at her and said, “Mazu has gone back to Tuku.”
A-shui looked at the old man with a doubt.

The old man continued, “Mazu went back to Tuku, Shuang-ci Temple. Din Tao, the leader of the parade, has had
Mazu patrolled around Tuku since yesterday. Therefore, the statue of Mazu is not here right now.”
“Why does Mazu have to go back to Tuku?”” A-shui asked curiously.

“Well, let’s start from the history of building Shuang-ci Temple,” said the old man.
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Long time ago, there was a businessman from Meizhou in China who passed
away in Ligang. All of a sudden, the sachet he wore shone in the dark. The
villagers regarded this as a sign of Mazu’s showing up. So they brought the
sachet back to town for everyone to worship.
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In the woods, there were two villagers talking.

“The chief of village asks us to look for suitable wood to make the statue
of Mazu. However, there’s nothing useful so far. And the day of building
temple is coming. What should we do, A-ching?” said A-ri.

“I’'m very worried about it. If Mazu could give us some instructions, it should be easier for us to find the wood,”
A-ching sighed.

The moment when both of them felt anxious, there was good news.
“A-ri! A-ching! Mazu has finally given us an instruction.”
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So, after pouring rain in the morning, the villagers followed the instruction
and went to the riverside of Laonong River. As expected, a shining bird was
found standing on a huge log. When everyone approached, driftwood was
found everywhere around the bird.

Soon, A-ching found a great wood material which is suitable for making the statue of Mazu. So A-ching and the
villagers carried it back to Ligang.
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“Excuse me. | have an opinion on the location of the temple.” one of the
villagers in Tuku brought up his concern.

“The log was found by A-ching so the temple should be built in Tuku!” said the villager. And people in Tuku all
agreed with him.

People in Ligang and in Tuku started arguing against each other.
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“A-ri, wherever the temple is built, the last thing Mazu wants is to see us
fight!” said A-ching.

“We should be joyful to build a temple for Mazu. It’s blessing!” A-ri
shouted.

“What do you think we should do?” asked all the villagers.
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“We should follow Muzu’s instruction,” suggested by A-ching.

All the villagers agreed with A-ching. So they decided to worship Mazu to
ask for instructions.

“According to Mazu’s instruction, we shall have two same baskets filled with soil from Ligang and Tuku. Then we
weigh the baskets in front of Mazu. The heavier will be the winner,” explained the chief.

Therefore, A-ri went to Ligang and A-ching went to Tuku to get the ball rolling.
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After the villagers in Tuku heard the news, they all tried hard to make the soil become heavier.

“Take the soil to Mazu. The temple must be built in Tuku,” a villager whispered to A-ching as he handed the soil to
A-ching.

A-ching didn’t feel right when he took the soil. “Why is the soil so heavy? Is there something wrong?” he doubted.
A-ching flipped over the soil. As he expected, there were several stones hidden in the soil. Without saying a word,
A-ching dumped the soil on the ground.

“It’s underhand! Mazu will not bless us even though the temple is built in Tuku,” said A-ching.

2§ So, A-ching shoveled some soil and carried it to the chief all by himself.
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“Come on! Let’s get started,” urged A-ri.

Then, the chief took the soil from A-ching and A-ri and put it on both sides
of the scale. As the scale went up and down, everyone was on pins and needles.

At last, the chief announced the result.

“The temple will be built in Ligang! Besides, to thank for A-ching’s hard work, the statue of Mazu will return to
Tuku once every four years on her birthday,” concluded the chief.
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“In addition, during Mazu’s 3-day visit in Tuku, there are lots of activities,
such as Taiwanese opera, Din Tao, banquet and so on. Now, go ahead and
enjoy the celebrations,” said the old man.

“Now I get it. Thank you for telling me the story of Mazu. | think 1’d better rush to Tuku. My friend is waiting for
me,” A-shui thanked the old man again before she left the temple in Ligang.
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After a while, she arrived at Shuang-ci Temple in Tuku and met her friend, A-cheng.

“You’re finally here. I am worried that you might be lost,” A-cheng said anxiously.

“Oh, | was lost. Because of getting lost, | get to know more about Mazu,” said A-shui, “People in Tuku are so into
it.”

“Of course. We all see this event as important as Chinese New Year. That’s why we said ‘Eating rice only with dried
radish, saving for the Mazu Patrol and Pilgrimage,”” A-cheng said it loudly and proudly.

“Come on! Let’s go watch the Taiwanese opera and enjoy the tasty food!”
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